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mental review. Most research projects have lesser impact on the environment and may not require as stringent a review.
Science in Antarctica requires flexible approaches for several additional reasons. First, like all science, antarctic science focuses on the unknown, and the investigator cannot know for certain where the research may lead nor precisely how it will be conducted as it evolves. Second, the difficult conditions in which research in Antarctica must often proceed may give rise to unanticipated problems or situations. As a result, mandated procedures should be sufficiently flexible to allow scientists to make reasonable modifications to their programs, to respond to the different ways in which science is conducted on the continent, and, most importantly, to respond to emergency situations.
The Committee recognizes that striking an appropriate balance between flexibility and clarity is a difficult task. Achieving that balance, however, will be crucial to the effective linkage of the goals of environmental stewardship and conduct of good science.
Simplicity
Scientists should not be required to obtain multiple permits from multiple agencies. Usually the scientist is supported by a grant from one agency. This same agency should be the single point of contact for the scientist. If inter-agency communication is required, it should be handled by the agencies involved, not by the individual scientist. Permit procedures should minimize paperwork and speed decisions, so that scientists know whether approval has been secured before the preparations for their field work are well advanced.
Practicability
Both the nonroutine nature of research and the uniqueness of the environment raise important issues for the development and implementation of effective regulatory schemes for activities in Antarctica. For example, elements of the antarctic environment can be expected to respond differently to disturbance by human activities than environments in more temperate regions. Legislative and regulatory schemes should be practicable for application in the antarctic environment and should be effective in achieving the environmental protection goals of the Protocol
Flexibility
